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FLOOR DEBATE

M a r c h  14, 2002 LB 873, 912

order? Th a n k  you. (Roll call v o t e  taken, L e g i s l a t i v e  Journal 
pages 987-988.) 44 ayes, 0 nays, Mr. President, on ad o p t i o n  of
c ommittee amendments.

S P EAKER KRISTENSEN: C o m m i t t e e  amendments are adopted. Next
v o t e  wo u l d  be the v o t e  to advance the bill. T h e re's b e e n  a 
re q u es t b y  Senator C hambers for a roll call vote, r e g ular order. 
M r . C l e r k .

CLERK: (Roll call v o t e  taken, L e g i s l a t i v e  J o urnal p a ge  988.)
46 ayes, 0 nays, Mr. President, on th e  adva n c e m e n t  of LB 873.

SP E A KE R KRISTENSEN: LB 873 advances. I raise th e  call.
LB 912.

CLERK: Mr. President, LB 912, a b ill b y  S e nator Dierks. (Read
title.) Th e  bill was i n t r o d u c e d  on J a n u a r y  9, r e f e r r e d  to the 
A g r i c u l t u r e  Comm i t t e e  for p u b l i c  hearing. Th e  b i l l  was advanced 
to G e neral File. I do h a v e  A g r i c u l t u r e  C o m m i t t e e  amendments 
pending, Mr. President. (AM2389, L e g i s l a t i v e  J o u rnal page 362.)

S P E A K E R  KRISTENSEN: S e nator Dierks, you' r e  r e c o g n i z e d  to open
on the bill.

S E N ATOR DIERKS: Thank you, Mr. President. M e mbers of the
Legislature, L B  912 was in t r o d u c e d  at th e  r e q u e s t  of the 
D e p a r t m e n t  of Agriculture. It makes two simple c h a nges to the 
N eb r a s k a  F arm M e d i a t i o n  Act. Some of y o u w h o  h a v e  b e e n  around 
for some time are f amiliar w i t h  the program, an d  ma y  recall that 
we first enacted the p r o g r a m  in 1988. This was one of reforms 
t h at  arose out of the v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  1980s w h e n  a g r i c u l t u r e  was 
fac i n g  a severe financial cri s i s  and farmers ev e r y w h e r e  were 
fac i n g  bankruptcy. The N e b r a s k a  Farm M e d i a t i o n  P r o g r a m  was 
e s t a b l i s h e d  pu r s u a n t  to th e  A g  Cre d i t  A ct of 1987 to p r ovide 
m e d i a t i o n  services to farmers wh o  h a d . ..who h e l d  loans with 
U SD A ' s  farm lending agencies. As part of t hat legislation, 
states m ay apply to become a U SDA c e r t i f i e d  m e d i a t i o n  program. 
C e r t i f i c a t i o n  allows the state to m e d i a t e  federal ag loan cases, 
and be eligible for federal funding. T he U S D A  R e o r g a n i z a t i o n  
A c t  e n a b l e ... e n a cted in 1994 ex p a n d e d  f e der al  co s t - s h a r e  funding 
to the m e d i a t i o n  of adverse d e c i s i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  or
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